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Ujr OOXtiCCTICL'T,
On the bill toorganme ibe Territories of Nebraska mid

Kansas delivered lit the United Stales Senate, March
3. 1854.
Mr rOOCEY said : Mr I'renidi-nt, it was not my inten-

tion to paitinpa'a in any agnation of the subject of African
slavery il has not been brought hern by any agency nl
mine, nor of those whom I in part represent, nor of lliat
section of the country in which I resile I have, sir, on
all occasion*, ami at all time*, endeavored to repress thin
agnation «it loreitfli to the purpose* of ibis government,
an unwarrantable interference in the internal utfjiiH of!
independent communities, injurious to the race proposed
to t>e benefited by it, and an deadly hostile to the peace
and harmony of the country, and the perpetuity of the
(elersl Union I Mill adhere to my former opinions, and
my former course Hut 1 hud tin* subject here, and I am
called upon h> my vole upon this Kaunas Nebraska bill
10 pans upon that clause in ihe act of Congress prepara
lory to the admission of Missouri into the Union which
purport* to prohibit slavery roREveu north of the parul*
lei of 3'5 de# 30 ill in north latitude, mid, by necessary
implication, to sanction it south of that line. I lie frienda
of the bill innihtth.it (hi* resrictio.i cj'n'airn an ussump-
lion ot ui.constitutional power, that the disposal ol the
whole auh)«ct belongs ol light U> thu people of the Ter¬
ritory when propeily in the exercise of legislative power ;
its opponenlH, th.it the Mibject belongs to Congress, anil
that the representative* »l remote S:ate* and of remote

people may interfere and si tile it for them
l hi-, sir, is the question at issue ; not, as implied in

the speeches of some, whether all men are free and equal,
nor whether African slavery shall exist, nor whether any
one now involved in it shall lie set hi liberty, nor w bather
any human being now tree irom it shall lie reduced lo
11 at condition Nor, sir, is it the question wuether any
portion of the slave population now existing i.i the coun¬

try shall be removed from the Stales in which tli*y live to
more extensive and fertile regions, where their condition
might be improved, and where their emancipation might be
practicable It is neither one not any of these questions
And ye', if any stranger were sitting here, listening 11 the
debate on one side from day io day, he would suppose
that these were questions under considerition. No, sir,
they do not belong to the present occasion ; but the ques¬
tion is that which I have already staled it to be.whether
the resiiiction in the act ol 1820 contains within it an as*

sumption of unconstitutional power; whether Congress
should inleifete and exerci-e Ibis bower ol settling a

question of municipal law, which belongs exclusively to
the Stales within then limits; or, on the other hand,
whether the people ol the Territory, and of the States to
be loimed therein, shall he let I in the undisturbed enjoy¬
ment of the c unman rights ol American citizens.that of
governing themselves, and of regulating their own inter¬
nal aflairs according to their own views of a just and
sound policy, subject only to the constitution of the United
Stales.

I propose to address myself to the question before us,
and so lo * ate il that it may be cleatiy understood and
not misapprehended 1 will lead the clause which gives
rise to it. f challenge attention to the clear and unequiv-
ocsl language im which il i» expressed. I will do the
chairman of the committee [Air Douglas] the justice to!
say (hat the amendments which have been inltoducr d
were not designed to change the principle or the policy ol
the measure, but lo frustrate cavil, end lo leave no room
to doubt. 1 will read the section of the bill:
" Ssc .. Ttial ihe constitution, und all law s ol Hie Uni-

ted Sutes wind, are not locally luappticab'e, snail have the
.aine f rur and etieci within the >atd Terino'v ot Nebraska
as elsewhere in the United Slates, except ths eialilh sec
lion it the act preparatory to the admission ol Mitsoun,
approved .Man lib, ItfiJl), which, being inconsistent with tlie
principle ol non-intervention by Congress with slavery in
tlie Slates anil Territories, a* reuognivd by ihe legislation
of l^jo, coihm only called the * compromise measures,1 is

hereby declan d Inoperative and void ; It being Ihe true in¬
tent and meaning ol tins art no to Irgitlate slavery into
sny Territory 1»I is.lie, uw io txcladn It Iherehoiri, but to
leave ihe people tbereol'perleclly Iree to lonn and regulate
their domestic nistituMons in their own wav, iiii.jcci only I
10 the cwisiuuuou ol me L'ni t U 8iaus: Piuv-Jtd. Thai
nothing herein cou'mue.l shall be construed to revive or put
In lorce any law or irguUuoit winch may have ensied
prioi lo lite act ol ie ti not March, IM.JU, either protecting,
e»t»b|j-hing, piohibiting, or abolishing slavery."
This proviso, in my judgment, was entirely unnecessa-

ry; and yet I have given it my sup|.orl, because it ren-
deis it perleclly ciear and ceiUin; it reuders assurance

doubly suie lhat by any vote we are lo give we are not
about to establish slavery in these Territories, hut to
leave Ihem without any law lor lis support, unless, indeed,
11 be supported '-y the cons.itulioii o. Ihe Uuited Stales,
over which we have no control.
The clause declares:
1st. I hat the Missouri restriction shall be inoperative

and void.
'id I t.at the bill shall not have the etfect of legislating

slavery into any S'ate or Territory, nor out ot it.
3d. Thai il snail not revive any old Spanish or French

laws which established ot protected slavery.
1th t hat ihe people shall be left peifecily free to form

and legu a:e their doin stic institution* in their us n way ,

sub)tcl uni'. lo the constitution ol ihe Umied Mates
II Ihe Missouri restriction was an assumption of un-

cor.slitutional powei, or il il was inconsistent with the
principle of non-intervention recogaistd in Ihe compro¬
mise tneasuiee ol I960, which so recently received ihe
moil derisive sanction ot ihe American people, then, in
the organization ol n*w 1 eiri'ories by ihe action o' Con¬
gress, il ought lo he disiegarded an<l declared inopera¬
tive It ll be declared inoperative, and tin-e lerritoiies

Ml, ss assuredly il.ey w.ll b»*, without any law on

the subject ol slavery except 'he supreme law of Ihe con
slitut:on, two question* will arise

lsl W liethrr slavery is Ihe mete crea.ure of municipal
law, which ranno live outside of Ihe S'sle who** laws
uphold il I id Wheiher the conslitntion of the United
Stales, by its own intrinsic etbeacy, will carry slavery
nilo ihe ietrilorie- and uphold il there' One is the
preponderating opinion of the North, ihe other of the
.vtuih K-.ih involve mere judic al questions, and Ihe
bill provides for the trausler ol 1'iein ( > the courts ol jits
lice, and, fisally, m ihe last ie*or\ io lhat tribunal
which the constitution has established tor the a 'pidifa
Hon ol all question* ol Ibis kind. Alii lbs honorable
.n.a'or 11oni iMawate, who addressed the Senate )e«-
lenisy, [Mr CL*rroM,j will have ihs principle presented
lo him to-.tay which ws*advcaled by bioi, and in. orpn
rated in llie bill r> ported by him six yea<s aao, n> which
these grave question* were submitted, as they ought to
be. lo iLai ex«ii>d ron*tiiuiional tribunal.
Whatever may he the decision ol II.e courts upon

lhass ijuestions. ths practical remit ol irn.-.nti rvenlion
by Oaigtess will lollow, hs a mi<t:er o coursi II it
sfiould h* decide.I lhat ihe r.tnsli uti .n, by *o.vn in¬
trinsic e»h' ey, will carry slavery mio the Territorie* and
niainlaiii it Hue, then every one know* thai any 'a v of
t^ongies*, or I the lerriti rial legialatur- s, .n'ardicling it,
would be iinronsiituiional and rosf, became neither the
one nor ihe mtier can re|>eal the ne<es<sry elhcl ol tin-
conatiialiou If, on .he otlur hand, it siiail he dec tied
'hat ihe cons ilution liaa no such ellecl, but thai slaw ly
is ihe ineie < reature ol inuiuripal law, whirh cannot be
maintained outside of t ie S ate whose laws support It, it
follows, necessarily, lhat it cannot exist or w maiutainid
¦n these IlirilutW, Slid Inat every slave carried then*
Will of course b* free, unlesa the people ol the l'ernto-
iie*, or of tlie Mats* to he formed therein, shall *ee tit ti>
admit ami ui establish it by ihe ariio of their respective
leglalaiures, and thus io exercise lha *ani« p iwer winch
belongs lo Ihe people ol ev. r> Si«|.* a* ie*>ived to Ibaci
by the expie** piovision of Ihe constitution itself.

If Ibe bill i» passed in it* presrnl form,\uu will pur
.aa lha policy ol non-iniervenuon, winch, I will umler
take lo sliow, was tlisa policy ol ine gnveinment from the
adoption Ol ibe Constitution down lo the Missouri te
StliCUi.h, w l.ich in lr*.i0 was re-t s ahlished ; which, in
ihe eUction Ihst followed, received llie sanction ol Iwen-
IV s«v» it .States, and of an overpowering majority of the
American people; and which, I true', is the settled con
stiloiiontl policy of ttie government.

I come to Ihe firsl qiie*tion. lbs constitute ,al p iwer
of l/Ongtes* to pa«« the iVlisxiuri resiriciion.arid wheth¬
er ("ongres* ha* any such power, dfrsctly Of indirectly,
over ihe existence ol Ihe institution ot slavery anywhere,
unless il he wnhiu ll.e purlieus of line Capilol and of
llse public hui!ding»

Ihe Institution of African slavery was introduced into
these Stan* «. ben lhe\ *ne pi colonies by the pol n
simI the p r of ibe nu I.. r country , and if there be
sn> r. i,sil.il.lv ... lion a ! e<

'sbI>. r loent, thai res{K)nsibility, whatever it may be,
'nnil upon Ibe t!iivrrii..,ent h>m! p. ol (Jr. al Bill

I|, ;. .

lo resist In referro.g to that responsibility, it is bin pi>t
to s<ld thai this African |wipalaln>n was removed from
. be lowest stale ol menisl, tnotai, social, and political

A K !' -.<1 I.
inrotfipsrsblv higier stale, in immediate contact with
rivilitstioh and I hrtstianity ; ami t. al this removal, on
W sn nveu tiling I'lovid.-tu e, ss int mate by the honor-
shlc t. naif.i run Mn«ssr bnsetis, [ \lr I vr»iTT,| Sfi far

.u' human fores,ght can discern. will probably b* the

um'LChristianity b.ck imo

ank w
°f il» People to

no lo v t£ , ! T of worl,j 1 *»>

he iou tl! "y °r ,Le "Uve ,rade' bu» lo

ol FrSnce ' "Ve""' permuted by the wiadom

sovereign and impendent.
iuXd ^J .y' ."VT"'*" States, each of them, as-

"t.dnll.L? *l'^»!ute control over (hi., a« one of
.

" '""'"Hionr kach acquired an independent,
"'^.veie.gn r.*ht to control it according to the

wllolitepeotde. No other Slate bad a right <o inter-

vfu|. K j
Continent®! Conffwc, representing all the

I i

^ ' "° "K'11 10 interfere. No foreign government
kl0"«« >»'iy right to interfere; but each Slate

* »U, 8t)'lJ,t!'y .overeign and independent in the ex-
cute o legislative power over it at the government of

any civilized country over its own internal afiaira.

«L'«"lt"\0i! I Lnj?roCe?Jei<' '"'"'*<1lately, by a gradual pro-
, to aboliNh ii; other*, under an overiuling necessity,

imposed upon them without any agency of their own.
preserved it, admitting no right of interference from any
quarter, and acknowledging their responsibility,

. ln», Mir, wa« tile condition of the original State*
when the constitution wan formed, There were at that
time two territories; one in the northwest, which had
Men cede to the united Stales by Virginia. Ne jv Yoik
Connecticut, and MansaeliuNets ; the other in the south-'
west, winch had been ceded hy South Carolina, and

seeu^to liava been somewhat overlooked The charac-
ter^botb the-e I'erritories was fixed by law before the
formation of the constitution. Congress, under the con-

federation, had pa*std ihe ordinance of 1787, and had'
inserted in it ceitain article* which were declared to be
articles of compact between the original States and tho
people and the Stales hi that Territory, and forever to re-

:iiam unalterable except by common consent. One of'
these articles p ovided that there should be neither sla-
very nor involuntary servitude in the Territory other-
wise than in the pumshm- nt of crimes where the parti
shall have been duly convicted.

I his ordinance, let it be remembered, was adopted be¬
fore the formation of the constitution It had been adopt-
<d by the States before their power had been mo lifted or
restricted by the constitution, and of course no constitu¬
tional question could arise whether the Continental Con-
grew had the power to adopt such an ordinance. It de¬
pended on ti e consent of the States; and if they, in any
manner, directly or indirecily, aesen'ed to it, as ihey were
absolutely sovereign, and bad Ihe right and power lo do
so, it wiis valid and binding upon them. That it was a
valid ordinance was ad.n.tted by the first Congress that
assembled under the constitution ; but it was not re-
enacted; it was alluded lo as a pre-existing valid ordi¬
nance,.fat,,* back piior to the formation of the constitu- I
uon. there were in it certain provisions requiring the
governors of the lerntories to make report to the Conti¬
nental Congress, and requiring or authorizing that Con
gress lo appoint certain officers; but as there was no

longer any Continental Congress, it became necessary, in
order to carry it into effect, as an existing, valid ordi¬
nance, which it was ad.lulled to be, that the defect should
>e supplied The first Congress under the con.titufion,
therefore, supplied that defect, by directing the reports to
>e u.ade to the I resident, the officers to be nominated by
he I resident and confirmed by the Senate; and, in case
of any vacancy in the office of governor, that the secre-
lary should act in his place.

Here is the recital:
Whereas, in order that Ibe ordinance of the United

,
. Congress assembled, for tin* government of the

*' "'e !'V" U1"°* c°iitinue to have
lull cllect, it it requisite that certain provision! should be

!hi i? *,? VJ0 "''V." 1,19 9aniH to pre sent constitution ol
trie United siates

The character ol the teintory in the southwest was

equa ly fixed. It had been a part of the State of South
Carolina, where slavery was established bylaw; and
when it was ceded to the United States, on the inh of
August, 17s7, it still retained Us original character .
(Unite. Slates Laws, vol 1, p. 4S6. edition of ISIS by B
and I).) In the Northwestern Territory slavery was in-
lerdicled, in the territory in the southwest it was estab-
lished; and both, haviug these peculiar characteristics,
came together uhi!er the federal government, and were

designed to be the theatre of new Mates, to be admitted
into the Union on an equal lootn.g with the original
h ate- in all respect* whatever Such was the condition
ol the Mate* j,nd Territories when the constiiution was

adopted, and tbe government went into operation Now,
I ask, sir, when tbe convention came together lo liame
this Constitu'ion, and when ihe people assembled to adopt
it. extending over slaveholdiim States and non slavebold-
log btater, over slaveholdmg territory and non-slave-
holding territory.I ask if it is |M>s»ibie that, when they
were setting up a new government, they were about lo
confer on thai government the power to pass a uniform
law that should apply to tbis institution, in the Slates or

in the Territories?
If we turn to the constitution, and look into Ibe enu¬

merated powers conferred upon Congress, we shall find
no one thai can be tortured into a tram of power to in-
ter ere with the dome-tic relations of any present or an\
future State, either before or after it* admission If we
'° /"i'o.""" r i1"4''8 constitution, we shall find
eqial difficult) in discovering any such grant ol power,
t>ut we stia'l find there .« provision by which Congress
was forbidden to inteifere with the slave trade until the
)e..r 1S»0S V\ e shall lliid a provision by which the slave
populationii ii tbe Stales ismade the basi* of representation
We shall find a provision hy wliich.il a slave escai*s
from one .Slate into another, ihe fugitive shall be deliv¬
ered up.a supreme, unilorvn, irrepealable. umveisal law
tdat the fugitive aba I! be delivered up We shall find an-
otbi r provision, that the powers not delegated to Ihe Uni
!. d > a r- by ihe constitution, uor prohibited by it to the
SUtes, are reserved to the Sla as respectively, or to the
pe"i.M' From theae provision*, and from the absence of
any grant, it is pertec ly clear that Congress ha* no pow¬
er w i.siever lo inteifere wilh the douie*iie ins.itulioris of
any S ale.

I hi* is irue not only of tbe original States, but of the
new States also VV.u, legard to the five States north¬
west ol the Ohio, the ordinance of 'S7 provides, by the
lilij aiticle ol compact, that they shall he admitted " on
an equal footing with the original State* in all respect*
whatever." As to the Stiles formed out of the Territory
ol Louisiana, there are, in the treaty by which we ac-

q ured i pioviaioit- of equivalent import But I dee i.

any »ucb piovision entirely nugatory; for, independent
of any ordinance or any Weal), every dilate admitted into
ihe union come- in upon a fooling of perfect (quality
vim -Hi other* m re^-j^pt of jk>I itka I sovereignty. Con-
K e * .11 i> admit lieIV S.aU* info Hie Union. Tlie bon r

,
" Naw Vork [Mr. Seward] baa expreaa

jeu.orat i« a«t intiinat. d, a singular opinion, that a* the
Krsater emliracea lii le»«, therefore Congiesa may sdfnt
H .Male w ill, sometliliig Ic-a than the usual aavertigu
puser. ,n Siate; that we have ths power of imposing a

condition faking away from a new Slate a portion of it*
sorereigmv ; and, therefore, may admit new Slate* of
every *<ade Cetiaiuly, if you can lake away the sovar-

I a amy of a new State in one respect you can in another
and may a'np it of half its political power on itsadmissn n

j into ihe union
i he woicl Siate. in t ie Jliatjlu..on, is a >sord of pre

cisa and definite meann a fi applies equally to every
S.ste lhat come- into the Union. It imports no more nor
less ol political power III one case than another They

':>r« ill a s II el) * >\e..igii in all r«-peci», except those
in which their sovertignfy is limned hy the constitution.

I lie p.,w. m r ot delegated to the United fliates by the
roastitii ioi-, mif prohibited by it in ttai Stales, are lewrvHil
to 'iie 5J'a'e» rc»j;t*cuv. Ijr of lo Ihe people M

The Mific fflliidArd ik applieil to all. The Rj/ne |io\v*
er* are deleaate l, Ihe same (lowers are prohibiieil, and
Ihe srfine power* ate reserved, a id u is impossible thai
theieaboii.d beany difference in Ihe .esulf I lie same in.a«

uie b. in< anplied lo all, it is a legal ira|Hi*«ibilityt a* well
as a logical impossibility, that the result should be different i
aa impossible a» it is lhat thing* which aie equal lo the
same thing shuuld jii not he eq ial lo each ottier Hul,
si , the equality of the Siate ia generally admitted. The
equal sovereignty of ihe States, and the want of any
power in tongiess to deprive any .Stale of any pait of its
sovereignly utH>n its coming into ibe Union, are points
which are generally admitted. In-Jeed, so far as slavery
exists In the .Sisies, n seems now to be admitted on all
.ides, hy nil parlies at lea«1, hy both the great political
parties of the coumry-'hat the federal governmMt has
no control over it, and no right, directly or indirectly, to
interfere wnh it. because lie const,ttition left it as it
found i ubptel to NrVe law and to Slate control only.

I is tinnere*s.,y, therefore, lo emer into any mrre par-
tiru ar exsminaiion of the con*tiintion for the pnrieise of
es'abh.imig the prop,s.t on, whieh almost ll0 one denies,
ol ihe absolute arid total exemption ol African slavery as

it v*i«ts in the S ates.I speak not of ihe District of Co
lumhia.from all interference on ihe pari of this govern-
ment. and ihe utter invalidity of any law of Congo... de-
signed lo interfere wilh it

Sir, I pause here fo- a moment If what I have .aid
be true, then every law ol Congie*. ih*t interfere* with

(the absolute equality of Ibe Slates in r*a*r.f lo their sov¬

ereign powers, hy undertaking lo dictate on their admis-
aton any fundamental condition restricting or cartelling

I heme oowets, is uncouatitutioiial and void. The restric
linn of 1090 is obnoxious to this objection. I will not
atop to read it I can <juo|p it accurately it undertakes

h'ttVt5ry not ajily in ibs Territoiies whils they
aie territories, but 111 the Slates to be formed therein
while they are Slate*, in language cleai and unequivo¬
cal not susceptible of any doubt or qualification.Ian-
Kuage which is quoted now every day lor the purpose of
proving to the people of the United Mates that slavery is
forever abolished in these Territories. The language is,
" uliall be, and m lieiuby, forever prohibited." So lar,
then, as I hat restriction applies to these future States, it
is clearly and maiiilesily unconstitutional.an assertion
el unconstitutional power. It is now corning under re¬

vision I am called uihmi to pass upon the question
whether it shall remain on the statute-book as a valid
law ; and under the obligation upon me to support the
constitution of the United States, 1 must give my vole
against it.

Mr. President, this principle of non-intervention by
Congress, and of leaving the subject of their domestic
relations with the people, to be disposed of by them
through their own local legislatures, being clearly marked
out as tiie constitutional policy of the federal govern¬
ment, in accordance with ihe intention of the framera ol
(be constitution, and of the people who adopted it, appli¬
cable to the people of Ihe Mates, and to the people ol

Itrritories when they become States, it becomes a

question whether Congru** in contravention of this gen¬
eral consul utioual principle and policy, ought to step in
or can slip iu before the Territory is admitted us a State,
and passa law by which the people of the new States

nif,'.w . p,7e<1 of ,he "W0'. Mil-government in this
particular, or forever controlled in the exercise of it.

.h-a, ..l,r\w»IJ not l.h® PracUeeof the government for
the first thirty years of its existence, nor until one gene¬
ra ion (that which adopted the constitution) had passed
away irom the stage ol action. In every instance ol the
organization of Jerntories, and the admission of new

.1' l'r.,,lclP'e. °l "on-intervention was adopted,
and their condition in regard to the domestic institution

« rn oVry ,Waf, ld,', V"changed. When Vermont was
admitted into the Union, in 1791, having been formed
from part ot the territory ol New York, she wait admit¬
ted as she was.a tion-sfaveholding Stale. When f)hio,
Indiana, and Illinois, in the years 1802, 1810, and 1818
respectively, were admitted, they were admitted as noti-

slaveholding States, reiaining the character which had
been impressed upon them before Ihe constitution bv
the ordinance of the Continental Congress On the other
hand sir, when Kentucky, in 1792, was admitted, having
been formed from part of the territory ol Virginia, she
came in by the consent of Congress with her former
character untouched.that is, as a slaveholding State,
v tien tennessee was under a territorial government, and
when she w,is admitted into the Union, in 1796, having
tieen formed from territory that was ceiled by Notth Car
oima, «he retained her former character as a slavehold-

'""'"'y " slaveholding State When Louisi¬
ana, Alabama, and Mississippi, in 1313, 1817, and 1819,
respectively, were admitted into the Union, they were
admitted as slaveholding Stales, retaining their former
character which they had still continued to possess un-
atr trie territorial government* established over them bv
Conjures#

7

Thus, in every instance of admitting a State, and in
every instance of organizing a Territory, Irom Ihe found
anon ol the government to the date of the .Missouri re¬

striction, Congress, acting under the constitution, pursued
t'.l. colu"m,t'oua' policy ol absolute non-inteilerence

with its character.
^
When, therefore, the honorable sen¬

ator from Ohio, [Mr. Chasb,] in his speech the other

-ay, advanced a proposition which he declared to be "ab¬
solutely indisputable, that it was the original policy of
the country to exclude slavery from all national territo¬
ry (1 repeat his language from memory). if he meant
to be understood that that proposition applied to the coun¬

try under the constitution, which we have all sworn to
support, 1 be* leave to say that he was entirely mi*taken
in his proposition. It is contrary to every fact of history
that can be found in the annals of Congresa touching the
organization of a Ierritory or the admission of a State
limn the date of the constitution to the date of the Mis¬
souri restriction I know of no greater error that anyone
can full into than to say that, Irom the dale of the con¬
stitution down to the Missouri restriction, the uniform
and setilic, policy of the government was not that of non

intervention, but intervention with the domestic institu¬
tion ol slavery in (he Stales and Territories, either to in¬

troduce or 10 suppress i>
Mr. CHASE. Will the honorable senator allow me a

single woid !
Mr. rOUCEY. Certainly.
MrCHA>E The statement which I made, and

winch I think the fact* of our history will bear out, was,
1 .at the ongmal policy of the government wan the exclu¬
sion ol slavery from all the territory of the United Stales
I went on to show what I conceived to be departuies Irom
that policy in the acceptance of the cession from North
Carolina, in 1790, v. ith a stipulation that the prohibition
ol the ordinance of 1787 should not apply to it, and in
various other particulars | do not wish to go into the
matter again ; but (his is an appropriate occasion to call
the attention ol the honorable senator from Connecticut
to an error ol lact into winch he has fallen himself, and
which, I have no doubi, he will be very glad to correct;
and it is important as hearing upon my own argument
He states tha>, at the time ol the formation of the cor.sti
tuton, thcie was a North western Territory ami a South-
western territory ; the Northwestern Territory coveted
tiv the prohibition ol the ordinance of 1737, and (lie
Southwestern iernlor> acqutted from South Carolina
the tacts in regard to the latter proposition are these:]
In April, 1787, (»e >rgia and South Carolina entered into
a contract by which it was stipulated that the Fugaloo
river should I* lie we-iern boundary ol South Carolina,
provided at river < xtended north to (he northern limit
of the Sla e; if it did not, then South Carolina was to
hare a bounds) tunning westward from the source of
that river to the Mississippi In lact, it d.d extend orth
to the nor h line of the S ..te, and Consequently there was
no line riinmng wenwsrl. Kul the State of South Cam-

. in thw agreement, expressly renounced all cl»im to
any territory westward ol that line. She therefore had
no territory west ot Ihe tine of the present limits of the
Male; and when in Aufaat, 1787. a few months later,
stir redi d to ti.e United Stales her claim to territory west
o thai line, she ceded precisely what she had.nothing ;
and ihe United Slates acquired precisely what she bad-
nothing, anii the Southwestern t erritory exist* only in the
imagination of th« honotable senator tiom Connecticut.
hers <vas no such Territory, and, of course, my propo¬

sition " as ^tricily and historically correct, that the pro¬
fit otion of the ordinance of 1787 did cover all the terri-
ory of the Unite Slates at the lime of the adoption of
Ihe constitution.

j^.'V' TOUCH.Y I will ask the honmable senator from
|"hio if thai ten,lory did not then belong to the United
Mate* before the adoption ol the constitution ?
Mi CHASE. What territory >

Mr TOUCKY. The Roulhwestern.
\i'' u1lme Wa* no»e at that time

j Mrl ASS Wtist was called the Southwestern Terri¬
tory was csded by North Carolina, after the adoption of

liC.°"f"u HV 'orr"ft'oul 'he .'tale of Tennessee.
Mr. CHA.">h As the senator Irom Michigan says.it

ceded in 1,90 by North Carolina. A cession was also
made by Geoigia in 1802

Mr. I ASS I referred to what was called the territory
southwest of the river Ohio.

It aVlrJ,0f CK Y ' ,d" n<" If1*' but 1 ali«d«
that ract of country from which were formed Ihe Sta.es
of Alabama and Mississippi; and I alluded to the first date
ol the title. t*ouih Carolina claimed that territory, and
Conveyed it to the United Slates.
Mr (.MASK Tbeie is the document.

.,iMr ^°UU,KY» ' k|"OW " 1 ''ave referred to it, and
given the date of it. Ii i, one of the muniments ol title,
and ihe hist one conveying it to the United Stales Ceor-

"jW'rd". n"rR *ssaoonflict of claim
*V1 r C/HA.SK. tNc»i ai all
Mr. rOUCEY I a-k the honorable senator if he

means the remark he made to apply to ihe policy ot ihe

U>7aformation o» the constitution or be

Mr CHASE Certainly, I will answer the senator
with pleasure. 1 said that the original established policy
of Ihe country was that of eiclmling slavery from all
territory ol the United States That whs prior to Ihe
formation of the constitution; and the first act of the first
Congres. in my judgment, adopted, by recognition and
by amendment, the ordinance of 1787, ami so it was jast
as much the oolrcy after Ihe adoption of the constitution
a it was tiefore; and this territory southwest of the Ohio

w> existence, simply because South Carolina, in her
contract with tieorg.a, had renounced all claim to terri¬
tory west of a certain limit, and that territory west of a

certain limit was all that whieb'was covered by her ces¬
sion II whs ceded under the idea that possibly there
might be d little strip of territory there running through

Mr 10t?0,Y Mr. ('resident, I do not see but that
the honorable senator from Ohio is forced to admit,as he
does impliedly, that after the formation of the con'stitu
lion no act ol this government organizing a Territory or

admitting a Slate, down to the i»rtod of the Missouri
prohibition, waa an act of intervention to change the

9

character of the Territory or State. And. as I said ai «

outset. "hen he anked to explain, I said that, if he meant
ihiit iK.licy to UL itly alter the date of the constitution, it
was a» great a mistake as he could fall into. Now, air,
with regard to that territory which 1 have in my mind s

eye, out of which Alabama and Mississippi wert'consti¬tuted States alterwards, that territory wa« within the
boundaries of the Un.ted Slates. There were conflictingclaim*, and all the claima to that territory were conveyed
to the United Stales South Carolina conve>ed Ural;
Georgia after wards. The resolution of South Carolina
authorizing a conveyance was in the month of Marc ,

1787. The deed of cession of South Carolina was on the
tjth of August, 1787, belore the formation ol the coiisu-
tutioo. And uow, whether the true title was derived
under South Carolina, or under Georgia, they were m ioi theui slave States, nnd the character of the terri¬
tory was the same ; and when a territoriaUovernme.il
was organized, covering thul jiortion of the terri^tory of the United States, it was organized as slave
territory, and admitted alterwards as slave territory,
without any intervention on the part of Congress
for the purpose ol changing its character Upon these
facts of history lknow the senator Irom Ohio and inysell
cannot differ 1 challenge him or any other aina or to
produce an act of Congress, under the constitution, in th
organization ol a Territory, or in theadmiision ofaState,
until the year 1S2U, by which the character of territory
was changed Irom slaveholding to uoti-elaveholding, or
from non-»lavebolding to slaveholding. It was the prlnci-
ulr ol nor.-iuter veution which Congress adopted , and that
piinciple was canied out durf&K the first thirty ye»wo
the government, and until the generation upon the staie
when the constitution was adopted, the men who by
their votes adopted it, had paused away. I a"0^* ®'r»
that in these facts of the legislative history of the coun¬
try 1 am not mistaken; a.id if the honorable ^I'^or fto"'
Ohio applied his proposition as to the earypoltcyofthe
country to a period urU.iior to the formation of the con
stitutiou, which it seems he did, I should bave ino i>eca
sion to say anything upon that subject, because it has
notliitig to do with the policy of this goyefrimenl under
the constitution. 1 confine myself to 'be policy of the
government since the adoption of the cone tutioii, loir byThat constitution a new policy was instiluted. andi the
constitution never could have been adopted,, .1never
would have been considered by half the States

Willi illut In.tilutioD hail been carnej iolo Ihe
tion, it never would have been adopted, and this govern
inent never would have been established.

Sir. tb.s principle of nou-intervention is one ot the
leading principles of the constitution. It is a legitimate
inference from the general arrangementM lowers be¬
tween the States and the federal government lhe pow¬
ers conlerred on the federal government are of a gene ai
character, limited lo ca.es requiring general laws iuni¬
formity of legislation for the wnole country, not o. a. do¬
mestic nature, H'bere the law must nee-.s be different in

rterent places, and always adapted to the peculiar con-
d lion of the inhabitants War and peace, commerce and
currency, naturalization and bankruptcy, the protectionu? authors and inventors, post offices and poet-roads. Ir
onies and piracies on the high seas, offences »6*in»j the
laws ot nations.all these require general laws, uniform
laws of a general character, and they are, therefore,a -

signed to the federal government. Look into the enumera¬tion of powers, and you will find there a! powers of a

general character, requiring uniformity of {*"^1'. Jo.me whole country, assigned to the fedaral government,
that the federal government might establish uniform an
universal laws, Applicable t, the whole country On the
other Hand, the local, interaal.or do}n.^®f,jticular communities require laws of limited extent a nt
loca; adaptation ; and hence the law of personal rights,
and tbe laws ol private property, all varying as the peo¬ple varv as the locality varies, are reserved to the local
legislatures. Now, sir, I ask how it is possible for any
one to suppose that when there is no express grant of lie
wwer of intervention on this suoject to be found in the
constitution, when one-half of the f1"1'* "#[^oT b?one system of domestic policy, and Ihe other halt oI lue

Stales were pursuing an opposite system of pol cy-
when one of the Territories was eubject to one of these
systems, and tbe other Territory to the opposite system
¦ml tliis domestic policy touch the very framework of
society.-bow is it possible for anyone lo suppose lha.these sovereign Stales, in setting up the new govern¬
ment intended to confer upon u any jurudiciioii what
ever over this vital, local, domestic, difficult, and danger-
' ihe^rule of strict construction, sir.the ruje which
denies tbe existence of powers unless expressly granted
or necessarily implied.which vindicates and maintains?. 2? ri h'» of the S'.ales and of the people.
which repudiates tbe exercise of doubtful" L||. il applied to tbe territorial clause ot the
constitution, show the exceeding slight and narrow basis
on which Ihe fl«hlol i"rl

ili.iin.tti.beJ n'n.lo. Irom M'chig.o. [Mt (-as. 1
.. T.. cr«.;;. *.» ta- i-«vSSKSTi?S.3S5
.. IVmtorv or other properly belonging to tbe United

0 . J " Nnihrnc iii here upokeu oi which is not alricily.I^rnotW to the Un.ted State.;
ifl th» Rubicct \n property# and property only#

and is llnnteifto thV wnicb7»elongs to the United State-.
Th. granted, therelore, is to make all nred-

M rules and regulations respecting tins property. Now,,«" "! (inncii>i.oi......
that a law respecting the domestic relations is a aw re

soectina land.a rule, a regulation respecting lapd ? Or,spectinglan , . lands,and citizen*r.h* S?niu3 Suites bave become the owners, upon 'he

I . Ills domestic relations of these occupants to beI mdica'.vS on the ground
conslruction il it may not

K .l^ wben an attempt is made to stretch the pow-

LStx^tt&fiSSS&^Sr» a i f.u 'he erection of lorta. magazine*. arM»naU,d^Tk ttlds and other needful buildings, with the con
.n if u'sia J ill which they arc situated, furnishes

hivh tirooi that no such i»ower was intend-L. . , 'the Territories. The l^t thai il is
. m,s rase and il Withheld in the other is. upongrnnif.i n one i.

conMiraction,entirely concia^iveeVTb» »iKtit 10 Irgtslate umm the subject of the domesticruangoK' '
, .Terv is one of the reservedrieMsoTthe Siates. or of the people. It vtss not grant-' f.,he federal goveinment by tbe constitution, nor pro-

Ih kited b> It u, the State,, ami is. therefore.lesetvea to
Ihs Mates resiteeiively. or to the people There is oo
urant ol any such riowet to be found in the constitution
Vuti find no ex pi ess grant, and you find none from which
, , .?!?! he inierre.l unl«e» it he that ol the treaty-rc»kn.gunv^r whic'i 1 *hall 1 resently consider You caunol

¦*'»i I have already nbown, irom tliai ItrrilOfialS:««t whiKiri" -ally referred by ii-advocates
Here, th- n, is a Territory, and when the 1*rrilfrV. "red a« a f^tale, the right to legislate over this do-

tni iic institution is a reserved right of the pro|!'le
s,.u It is the same .esi rved right which belOB*« to the

i. ,.l even. State vesied in them ab origin', whetherSue i them, never out of them; no,
ihi ,n r»rnn vc\ ed 10 thern M> »Ct OIhu^an inhf ieiit, uugranted. sovereign right olCongr. sshutaiinnc eni.u.a

when organ¬ic people, ready lo hi exe.i.i J , lull leg.sla-i,.,i tinder a icoternnnent, aa »o ? xen *

,u.«rer I have ihe right ot aelf*defence,and ibou^h,fiivno have he iK>w?rto exercise it. ihe .ght is inLl hive the ,,,1,1 to be exempt Horn «n)u.tieir.c.;o,1

*'ly The right ot a t^pie. in the exercise of leg, sia-Sfesissrs
1,7of course, before they form such constitution WsS.w.hi..»sss?istheir isilitical organization. Whether il is ne »

- - 'js£.r Soiganization would be siithcent, a e i
^ ^.0w necessary to br considered WJ *' '
, , J lhp

Si in\beVormVlioii'ld cln'.utuliou. and the enact-

meut of laws , and tbut it tests exclusively upon (lie basis
Ol a rr-ei veil light of sovereignty never granted to the
federal government. Sir, I bold noue ol my lights; 'u*
Slate which I beve the honor in part to n|ittwiit bolus
none of its reserved rights by giant from any other peo¬ple, from the federal government, or ftoui the constitution
They are inherent rights, aud I know of no difference be¬
tween a State and the people of u State Whenever,therefore, it may be proper for the people, in the exercise
of legislative power, to enact a law with regard to their
domestic relation*, it is an exercise of their own inherent
right You may suppress it; you may overbeur it by lorce
and violence; but it is a right that, under the constitution
of the United State*, you cannot take away. Any con
(dilution which should purport to take away this r»ser\ed
right of .elf-government in regard to domestic relations, orin regard to personal rights or the laws of property, nev^rcould have received the sanction of the Stales and the
people of this country.1 know, sir, that an opinion has prevailed to some ex-
ieni.at least apparently.that when we acquired the
Territory of Louisiana By a treaty with l1 ranee, we pur¬chased not only the territory, the lauJ, the public propertyin the Territory, but that we purchased the rights analiberties of the people who were in the Territory, ana o!
all who might go into it; aud that Congress, from time
to time, deals out these rights and liberties to the people
as some of the despotic kings of England formerly did to
their subjects; but 1 had thought the reverse ol a I this to
bo true. 1 had supposed that the people were the foun¬
tains of power; that Congtess possessed no power over
the Stater or Territories, except wliat was granted to itiiy the Statu or the people in the terms of the constitu¬
tion ; that the powers not granted were reserved, ana
that, therefore, it was necessary to come back to the con¬
stitution, and to find there an express grant of power, or
one necessarily implied, to warrant 'he legislation of
Congress The people of Maine, or ol Georgia, or oi
California, cannot, by any Kiant of ihens. convey away
the rights of the people ol Ohio, or of Connecticut, or ol
(be people of Nebraska The people are the master*.
* e are the public sen ants. The people are the mas era
of States, and they are the masters of constitutions, and
tbeir rights, as men, are the source from which all- the.
rights of government, of the Slate governments and ol
the federal government, are derived.

I say, then, sir, that there is not to be found la
constitution a letter or a syllable which will takeaway
this right of the people to govern themselves in regard to
their own domestic relations, unless it is 10 b* j£"n,(J "Jthe treaty making power I confess that I d ftr f om
many in regard to the extent ol that power. I think it is
competent for this government, by 'he ^rdse of the
treaty-making power, to acquire new territory, as we ac
quired the Territory of Louisiana, of Florida, and of?<ew Mexico and California 1 think the treaty-making
power is broad enough to purchase the land. 1 do not
think the treaty-making power, or any power of thi
government, is broad enough to purchase and acquire the
rights and liberties of the people upon it, so as to make
us their absolute masters There is a clause in ibe MO-
mtution by which there are implied powers
which are necessary to carry out the enumerated powers
and the other powers which are expressly granted in
the constitution, and one is the treaty-making po^®*:When, therefore, you exert the treaty-making power,and
extend our limi .so a. to bring new territory withinthem, iou are co pelent to do it; you have the power
to doit; and. having done it. you have the power over
the property if it is vacant. You may draw the lines of
States and of Territories ; you may wil il.oM ie pubhc
lands front settlement; jon may mark out boundan l nes
and sell the land within those ines; but the Aim"'""
citizens who go upon the land go there with all therights of American citizens, and may become an inde-

|eNow.sir.tei am not called upon tosay Pr*'*1* *1°]"far there follows from the treat)-making power a neccs;,ary power to exercise authority over ^e territory ac
uuired by it. There are certain points I can ste very
rleailv and' 1 concur in a remark which was tnaJe on aformer'occasion. and has been quoted here d"T,"*thi^jj'.bait, from a very great and a very

q{haul Piucknej.'.hat here is a perfect wilderness oi
power, and it is very difficult to lay down a rule precisely
how far sou may KO, and how far you may not K
the other hand, th-re are certain rules which wil regu-
|iu you in the .xercise ol thai power- «oriot ex,
eici*.-any power which is inconsistent with the n»}"reand constitution of this government You cannot, wiithm
these lerntor.es, takeaway the right of "^.^"^ofthecannot, within these Territories, restrict the liberty^>1 tne
.less vou cannot set up an established religion, you
cannot establish nobility there, and >ou MnnotcoBvert
,his government into a monarchy , n°r Z®1? "f lime anjyou canaot go on lor an indefinite t

hold absolute away over the i*o|>U) upon th«
lory that has been brought in under this «"ver""""'11 Jihe exercise ol the treaty making power. An A"'"111*"
citizen who goes there goes as an American citizen; he
has tl.e rights ol an American citizen, which are secured
to him by the constitution. He may not be able toexec?h them there this year. They are in him. and you can
.In no act iii violation of them; and when the proper
time «>nie»! you have no right to refuse bim admission
.ito the Union. II they have a republican form ol gov-erilment. you have no right to pre.cr.be conditions that
they shall abolish slavery; you have no right.to pre¬
scribe a condition that they shall set «pan estabhsbei re-
limon or give the preference to any one denomination of
Chrutians. or abolish the liberty ol the pres., or estab¬
lish p"l\ghmy. "I 1 >"«y he allowed to advert to a topic
which has been introduced here.
A Sknxtor Or exclude it, perhaps
Mr TOUCHY. 1 will not express an opinion on that

, LVl am only sating what' is perfectly'clear. One
thi .g 1 will say, however, il the government has po*"
to prohibit polygamy in one ol the 1 erritones. a* some
geialemen suppose .and il is there openly and avowedlyS3 I think we are called upon to exercise: that
p ,wi r. l oose who think we possess the power, 1 think,
are called upon to invoke its exercise

, -

But it wfll be said that we have exerted the right of |establishing territorial governments, and of appointing
rnjges Well. Sir. you did. on a former occasion. Mr.iViesident take the course ol refusing a territorial gov-|
eminent t'o the. people of California. Mon^a^ier raonth
vear alter \ear you refused to exert the assumed ngni^Vl.at was the consequence f Why. there was a sort o

government there of a military character cxercismg CPrU
power It wa§ the government de facto, ana it* acts aa

governments which we have had They are Meen edfo bv the people who live uuder them, are adopted by theI people, and put in operation by the people; *iu *hen
he n«sciit ol the people and the assent of Congress both
coui iirie to u, hold a^ovefnment de fc'o that £vern-ment is in the possession of power, and it would be very
difficult to question its practical validity ; and as he ¦

nle participate in territorial legislation.and in lact ine
a.v- originate with them are proijosed and ®dopl*d by
ibcin.tnese laws have not oiAy the preaumcd aswnt of

: with

r =iu;r,;«
k̂i'iiit nower you are bound io exercise that power '««»«.

State^^^^^^iVo^npy^vIIy

^U^hil nrincmle under loot, and undertake to cor,-ITS domestic relations of apeoule who are with our

WOMOt. in the possession ol legislative power, and ad
11* kv uti io be cai>abl®o{ (Rxerciawfc it r

Having thus shown, sir. that thi. power interven-
..n dZ not exist within any S.ate-e.th-r within iihe

Stairm or in the proftptciiv® States ,

tcrveiition will brcome ^nstmaional
mnirol u« iu our Ktion ; nod that thi* was tne po y
that wm pursued by the framera of the
,he people that adopted it. 1 come to ih.»-««1 o the Mi.-
soun restriction I come to that la a

n[.n,on 0II itH| to that memorable period, when, in the opinion ol
ui exalted Patriot, the author of the Dec aration ol Inde¬
pendence. and the chief apoetle oi liheraj poiiti^l prtn .

;,ies .n America, the "knell of disunion-- f'"*"14;,.

ever by the agitation ol this dangerous subject.that
memorable period, air, when Congress, for the lust time
in our hntory, undertook to dictate domestic institutions
to an lucouiiuK State.
Mr. President, when this delicate and dangerous ques-

tion was first presented in the American Congress, it was
a northern movement against u counteracting southern
uioveuient. The object of that movemeut was to say to
Missouri, when she had tbe nquisiie numbers to b«ad¬
mitted as a State.when tbe Territory was originally
slaveholding territory.when the institution of domestic
slavery already existed.the was to say to that
State, You shall nut be admitted into this Union unless,
by jour own power, you loievei abolish slavery Witbiu
your limits. II Misaouii bail not come into the Union ;
if she had set up as an independent .Stale, snd knocked at
your doors, und you bad relusid hei admittance; if the
bad adhered 10 that institution, and bad come here a lid
said to you, If we come in, we come in as a coequal State,
wi'b coequal sovereignty with eveiy other State, and you
bud insured upon that dictation, where would she have
been and what would she bave been? A State outside
of the Union, or in the Union? A loteigu State, or a
State under tbe constitution r here was tiiete a difficult
and dangerous question , and 1 ma> be permitted to say,
with the best light 1 have, that it was this consideration
which loutrolled the ultima.e actiou, and produced ulti¬
mately the well-know 11 result lint, sir, what wai this
proposition ! It wax what is now almost universally ad¬
mitted to be an unconstitutional proposition. It was a

usurpation ol power on the ( ait of this government. It
was a unconstitutional exercise ot power to undertake
to nay to that State, You shall not come inta this Union
unless you will frame your constitution as we (ball dic¬
tate to you on this delicate subject Tbe attempt failed,
and it came up again in another lorui, aud that was the
form in which it was ailopied. Here was a Territory ly¬
ing noilb of Missouri uninhabited, not likuly to be occu¬
pied for a great length of time, mid the men who strug¬
gled for tin; constitutional lights of Mu.-ouri aud of the
South, not deeming it perhaps very important, allowed
the act to pass. Many of then -perhaps a majority.con¬
curred in tbe passage of it

But this act, as 1 bave ulreaily had occasion to remark,
assumes the power of dictating J'urtver a domestic insti¬
tution to that Territory ; and in that respect, that law,
to say no more, is clearly unconstitutional, audought not
to remain upon the statute-book. The act was against
what 1 have shown to be the constitutional principle andpolicy of this government, universally applicable, and
designed to be applicable, to the action of this govern¬
ment throughout, and which did. iu fact, apply to every
portion of the original territory of the United States the
principle of non-intervention.unless it be in the District
of Columbia , and it was not until you had acquired new
lertitory under the treaty-making power, that the govern¬
ment undeitook to depart from it, and toexercisfe unlimit¬
ed and despotic power over American citizens.
Now, sir, with regard to that act, it is said to be a com¬

pact, aud that claim is pressed here by gentlemen who,
trom the year 1820 down to this time.those represented by
them, they themselves since they have been on the stage
of action.have denounced it as an unconstitutional exer¬
cise of power. Indeed, 1 remember, sir, in my own State,
that one of the senators who voted in some stage of the
proceedings for this act, hud the lortune.wliich has
fallen to the distinguished senator from Illinois.of being
burnt in tffigy. But he did not torleit the confidence of
the community by it 1 allude to it only to show th^t this
very act, which 1 denounce as containing an unconstitu¬
tional usurpation of power, is now vindicated by those
who have always opposed it and denounced it. It has
become their favorite. Sir, 1 acknowledge that I do not
like the act, because it purports to prohibit on one side,
and impliedly to sanction on another. I do not like an
act of that description under this government. I have not
been sent here to have my principles bounded by a par¬
allel of latitude. I have not been sent here to look only
a. one section of the country, where this institution does
not prevail, aod to close my eyes to tbe other section of .

the country, where it does prevail, and where it did prevail
when our fathers united in setting up this common gov-
erument. I have not been sent here to represent a Frac¬
tion of this great country, to close my eyes to its broad Q
expanse, and to shut them against Its future destiny. I
stand here, s r, as an American senator; and without fear
or favor, without regard to anything bat my constita*
uonal duty, 1 propose to act upon this subject, and every
subject, with a strict regard to the equal rights of every
portion of our common country.
Now, sir, if you look at the act, if you look at the rec¬

ord of the act, you will find no compact there; but you find
an act of ordinary legislation, accompanied by an under¬
standing Gentlemen from the North, and gentlemen from
tbe South, in Congress, in this or the other branch at that
time, caine to an understanding that they would endeavor,
in future legislation, to adhere to a division of this kind.
1 do not like that division nor any other division of terri¬
tory under this government, except a division into States
where tbe constitution has drawn the line. Now, if there
was that Mndersiandinjc, it is not a compact binding on the
preseut Congress ; it does not |iartake of the nature of a
compact; and if you look into the history of that period,
Mr. 1'residenl, jou will find that even at that day it was
not regardsd as a binding compact, or as an honorable
compact, although, to a certain extent, there was this un¬
derstanding. The very next year after this act was passed,
when Miseouri presented herself for admission into the
Union, precisely in conformity wilt) its terms, almost the
whole of the North voted against l.ir admission. If there
was a compact, here was an attempt to impose new terms.
1 refer to it, as showing that tbe statesmen wbo were upon
tbe stage at that day did not look upon it in that light.

Well, sir, as you come down to 1847, you find that
there was a motion made in the House of Kepresenta-
tives on the 15th of July, 1S47, hy Mr. Burl, of South
Carolina, U> amend the Oregon bill by inserting the
words " inasmuch as the whole of said territory lies
north of 36 deg. 30 min north U'ltude, known as the
Missouri-Compromise line," a« a irason for introducing
a clause into that bill prohibiting slavery, and it was vo¬
ted down by a vote of 113 to Mi.the 113 being princi¬
pally northern men, and the 33 principally southern men.

It was upon the Oregon bill; it wi' upon part of the ter¬
ritory that was embraced within the Louisiana purchase:
and even then the North would not admit that it should
be assigned simply as a reason, and they utterly repudia¬
ted it even ss a reason, when ihe very restriction that
was introduced into that bill was itself founded on the
Missouri restriction.
Again when in the Senate a similar amendment was

adopted.presented, 1 believe, by the honorable senator
from Illinois, [Mr. Dovui.as].undertaking to continue
that line to the Pacific, and it went to the other House,
the South voted to concur; but the North went against
it, and it was again repudiated Then, sir, the question
came before the President u|>on the bill containing simply
that restriction, and it was presented to that pure and
upright patriot, in whose tune events occurred which
must forever render him and his administration illustri¬
ous 1 speak what 1 know when I say that no question
was presented to Pre«idont Polk which embarrassed him
<o much as Ihe question lhat srose upon that Oregon
bill O.i the one hand was tlie unconstitutional nature of
thai restriction, and on the other was this understsnding,
that then had not been utterly repudiated, and which the
South believed should cstry Ii,at compromise line to the
Pacific ocean. And for the, purpose, of preserving that
line, and not even seeming to disturb it, that bill was al¬
lowed lo l>u*» But on signing it, he used the language
which was read by Ihe honorable senator from Delaware,
[Mr Clayton.] He said:
"It was upon these considerations thsi, at ilie close ol

your last session, 1 gave my sanction to the principle of (be
Missouri Compromise lino, by approving and signing the
bill reestablish the territorial government of Oregon. from
a sincere desire to preserve the harmony of the Union, and
in deference to the sen of my predecessors, felt constrained
to yield in/ aequ ivncenee, to the extent to which they had
gon«, in oompr'Hiilsmg Ulis delicate anil dangerous ques¬
tion 11 iii ii Congress shall now reverse the decision by
winch the Missouri Compromise was effected, and shall
propose to extend too restriction over the whole territory
south as well as north ol the parallel of 30 deg 90 inin, it
will cease to be a compromise, a.id must be regarded as an

original question "

Now, sir, here is a declaration by the Chief Executive
Magistrate of the American people. In this deliberate
act he gave notice lo the country thai if now, having in
Oregon earned out this comp.otmse line, it was not ad¬
hered to, it would then be an open question, as if no line
had ever been adopted Need 1 go into detail here to
show the various acts by which the South endeavored to
maintain that line.by which the Norlh endeavored to
subvert it, and to depart fiuin it? They are already before
the country One political party, ihe third party.of
which we have heard.always repudiated this line.
I hey contended that the power to meet and to reaist
slavery, and to call in aid the authority ol this common
government in Ihe territories everywhere, south as well
as north of that line, always existed, and ought to be ex¬
ercised.

1 pass from this period of intervention and come to a
new period.that of the compromise measures of 1N50.
when we returned to the early policy of the country
which had prevailed from the dale nf the constitution to
the date of ihe restriction. The honorable senator from
Massachuaetta, [Mr. Kvmarr.J distinguished alike for


